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THE BASICS 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 

PROPERTY TAXES IN BLACK & WHITE 

(AND A COUPLE OTHER COLORS .. J 

What role do property taxeG play? 

Nearly 7,000 u11its of local gover11me11t i11 llli11ois (e.g. mu11icipalities, schools, 
tow11ships, park districts, cou11ties) use the reve11ue from property taxes to 

fi11a11ce the majority of services that they provide to their citize11s. 

The largest share of property taxes (approx. 60 to 65%) goes to school 
districts for eleme11tary a11d seco11dary educatio11. Property ow11ers pay taxes i11 

two i11stallme11ts each year. 

What iG a Property Tax Levy? 

• Followi11g the budget heari11g process by a local gover11me11t,
the u11it formally requests the amou11t of reve11ue to be
ge11erated by the property tax.

• Is your local gover11me11t spe11di11g more tha11 last year?

llli11ois law requires a local gover11me11t to 11otify taxpayers
a11d hold a heari11g if the pla11 to adopt a levy that exceeds
the property taxes collected for the previous year
by more tha11 5%.

• The Cou11ty Clerk calculates the rates(per taxi11g district) to be applied to the assessed value of your home
to determi11e the total tax bill.

• Each type of taxi11g district must certify its levy to the cou11ty clerk by the last Tuesday i11 December.
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SO, HOW IS YOUR SHARE OF 

PROPERTY TAX DETERMINED? 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
https://www2.illinois.gov/rev/localgovernments/property/Pages/default.aspx

ILLINOIS PROPERTY TAX APPEAL BOARD 
WWW.STATE.IL.US/AGENCY/PTAB/ 

COOk COUNTY ASSESSORS OFFICE 
WWW. COOK COUNTY ASSESSOR. COM 

 Parcel Search

COOk COUNTY BOARD OF REVIEW 
WWW. COOKCOUNTYBOARDOFREVIEW. COM 

SAMPLE REAL ESTATE TAX BILL (SANGAMON COUNTY) 
HTTP://WWW.CO.SANGAMON.IL.US/OFFICES/TREAS/SAMPLE.PDF 

SAMPLE REAL ESTATE TAX BILL (DEkALB COUNTY) 
HTTP:/ /WWW.DEKALBCOUNTY.ORG/TREASURER/PDFS/TAXBILL.PDF 

SAMPLE REAL ESTATE TAX BILL (MADISON COUNTY) 
HTTP://WWW.MADCOTREASURER.ORG/PDFS/2012TAXBILLFORINTERNET.PDF 

kANE COUNTY ASSESSMENT OFFICE 
HTTP:/ /WWW. KANECOUNTYASSESSMENTS. ORG/QUICKGUIDE. HT M 

CITIZENS, GUIDE TO PROPERTY TAXES (COOk COUNTY) 
HTTP://JAMES46.ORG/WP-CONTENT /UPLOADS/2011 /05/CITIZENS-GUIDE-TO-PROPERTY-T AX-BILLS 1.PDF 
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https://www2.illinois.gov/rev/localgovernments/property/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ptab.illinois.gov/index.html
https://www.cookcountyassessor.com/
https://www.cookcountyassessor.com/address-search
https://cookcountyboardofreview.com/
http://www.kanecountyassessments.org/QuickGuide.pdf
https://www.cookcountytreasurer.com/pdfs/pamphlets/english/newownerenglish.pdf



